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"0U — of n me hav I came to o think 10 \ fevoutably of i — 5 
* phets? ſince you ſay, you habe z or 4 times amongſt them, 


andi met with nothing that coul convince y you they were of God. . : 45 


In Anſwer thereto, I ſhall-give you the Method I made uſe of n 
Enquiry, and what Reaſons I met vfth to determine my Opinion. | 
T heard it once preſs d by one of the Inſp ds that ev i 
ag 5s become as a little Child, fre&from'all Prejydibe, 
tion; and I and ever Mit muſt own, that“ 
5 10 ſeek Truth, but thoſe that are r 
| Þ: And 1 perceiving in Peoples Enquiries into "his Sub. N 
ject, every Van almoſt came with Prejudices and Prepoſſeſſions of his 5 
on. It was no wonder to me, that no more met with a Convictions... 
but the Wonder was on the offer fi de, That ſo many did. 

For the Doctrine it ſelf, (though e in the Scriptures) yet o 
long a time having ela pſed, and this promis d Kingdom of Chrilt not 
having come {though expected 1 in theApoſtles Times). has made ma- 
ny to believe it never wou'd come. And tofalve the Veracity of God, 
interpret the plain Promiſes of it n a Meta horical Sence. And tho 
there has been here and there anaWenious Man, and a free Thinker, | 
that has endeavoured to reſcue the Truth of God from theſe pe erverſe 


r 


Conſtructions; yet, the Unbelieving ſide being by müch the Majority, 
having determin'd T ruthꝭ as 90 K lectic 15 5 the greater _ o 
ber of Voices. And flibſe Gentlemen ave bore the Brand (as the 
weaker fide in Opinion gener os fob WY f being whimſical or mad. This 
I fay has prejudiced the great "Clergy, and we know how 
far their Leaven prevails . Wich che People. Ane then the very Pre- 
tenſions to an extraordinary Giſt ct the. writ 0 God, as in the < 
ſtles Times, and to Prophecy, and to t ie working of Miracles, 
our Divines have ſo often told tſie Peop that there was no manner of 
neceſſity for it, — . they to Be bog — : ORE to EY has 
_ prejudiced againſt this the majority jans, who generally, tofave 
- themſelves the trouble of thinking and examining, take as Divine Ora- 5 
cles, all that the Paſtor tell them from his Pulpit. 5 
When one may as well Enquire, whether, 3 extraondinary 
_ reaching of. W Sol Spire, 0 God i is Jo ſuch 8 Adv: . 5 
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|. HolyGhoft for almoſt. 300 Years after our Savjour's time amongſt them, * 
-_ : | 1 


EY 


WR” 


les in che favour of God than the firſt hriſtians were, (tho? they have 
- not this extraordinary Communion With God ) perfwadezhe World: 
To it. is not neceſſary. But however that may be, "tis evident by almoſt 


© dream'd of, and what they arg unwilling to believe.) Tho? why Chri- 


Y: 


thing that looks like a pouring out of the Spirit of God; and the more 
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that Foot, danc'd back to the firſt, and ſo deceiv'd themſelves. 


brougnt to theſe Four, vx. -  _ 8 
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gd fie had promis'd it chews ro.eg eng of the World; it-was not their 
Pride thar-contenn'd the plain Preaching of the Spirit, and the Dege- 
neracy of Chriſtians that griey'd the Holy Spirit, and cauſed him to 


a Reaſon; ſince tis evident from Scripture, that Prophecy continued: = 
after our Saviour's time, and is by the Apoſtle, enjoin d to be amongſt | 
the Gifts of the Holy Splrit, chiefly deſir d. LOW» | 


ve can conſider it; ſo I began with Contrivance. 
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8 x 
withdraw ? And now the Clergy, to have it thought that they are not 
each ones Behaviour, that Prophets in theſe Days, is, what they never 


7 


ſtians ſhould not have that-priviledge, 2s Well as the Jens, I car't fee 


And if this State of the Church's Triumph is to eome here on Earth; #{þ| 
in which the will of God is to be done, as it is in Heaven, as our Lord 
order d us to pray for, I could not ſee that any thing leſs than the pour- 
ing out of the Spirit of God on all Fleſh could bring it to: tliat paſs. And 

therefore thought an Impartial Enquiry ought to be made into any 


ſd, becauſe thoſe that go not forth and meet the Bridegroom, When 
the Cry is made, Will be for ever excluded the Marriage-Feaſt. 


* 


I having obſerved an Error in ſome of their Enquiries into this Sub- 


ject, that when they had put it on one Foot, and were preſt with an 
Objection that overthrew it there, then they went on ſolving this Ap- 
pearance on another Foundation; and when they met with a rub on 


I Reſolved to take another. Courſe, and to examine this Appearance 
unter all the Heads I could put it, every one by it ſelf; hich = 
b # | F 4 , 

1 x Contrivance, 
2. A. Dileaſe, -. 


- 


«> 3 etal Deluſion, 5 RT 5 2 
0 · w Ä CY REES 
And I think theſe 4 Heads comprehend all the Ways under which 5 


to the Lives 


And in my Enquiry on this Head, I firſt examin'd in 


and CharaQers of tlie Perſons thus pretending to Inſpiration; tor. I -. - 
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as certain that no Conſcience leſs: than the moſt harden'd,. could imm 
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fphemouſly {et up ro ſpeak by che Heir Spirit of GOD, 


* . . — 2 
—— wu eng oe —U — — 


35 2 
A 


ke 

4 

* * 
2 

* 
2 

- 
. 
6 \ 
bs N 
1 1 
N . 


3 NN 
| id 44 
4 


is pretended, they mu 
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as {the Nuss did, When at 44 "jp time his knew, 5 the eg SN 15 ; 
Hut 1 found them Men of Tober Lives and Converſations, ſuch” a | 
| hererofore frequented-the Aſſemblies for Religious Worſhip, Niet 
Characters amongſt their Neighbours. In ſhort, as far as Man a 
can Judg Te (that knows not the Heart) pious Ang devout Tiftians, 
aad ws the Fear of God befare theit E Eyes, tr $0 
I then conſider'd what might be cheMotives that could put Men o 
wech pes of horrid Impiety; ag el I bre : e, vis. 
x Ambition, mul e 
lg 


2 Gain, 
B44 Inſpir'd 


* "oj 
. 1 4 0 » 
1 . 


us ; 


Ge FE e no | 


Or to ſerve our Euett 
„8 to * alt I found none amo! 


above 30 that ſpeak ) that were ever Jook'd on ge! be Men of Ambiti- 


ous Heads, that could take any great Pleaſure in being the Chiefs of 2 | 
new Party, or that had . for ſuch a Deſign. | 
And that ſome others, not ho tad l. to Inſpiration, were the chief 

| Promoter of it underhand; o had Abilities 1 could ſee little Rea 
on for. 5 
Hirę, Becauſe theFEould ever be aocorinteel the Chief ofa | newsect _ 


| that are not Preachers in it. For the converted would he apt to rebe - 


"rence the Inſtruments of their Converſion, rather than a Convert, as. 
themſelves, tho never ſo great amongſt them. 6 
econdly, The Doctrine they teach, is the Reverſe of all Ambitious 


| . Defigns ; For they teach that all ſhall be immediately taught of God, 


trom the greateſt to the leaſt. And conſonant to this, there is about x 
200 that have already the previous Tokens of bein Speakers, and the 
number of them increaſe daily; fo that inſtead: 0 ing a Se eſtabliſh· 3 
ed under one or two Heads (who were to have the Rehsur of it) it is 
likely to be a party of all Heads; which, by the way, evidenced: this 
to me, That unleſs the 7 are cemented and united by the one Spirit, as 
of Courſe ſoon fall to the Gtound. - 
Thirdly, The Inftruments choſen were not proper for the work, for 
* hey are not crafty cunning Knaves, fit to carry on a Contrivance with 


aà good Grace and Secrecy, but are generally ſuch as have been 5 


accounted bien, honeſt, wellmeaning People ; ſome of them Boysand 
_ Girles'of's, 4; 8 11, and 13 Years af Age; Servant-Maids, and 142 n 
of them very ignorant: as is evident by their Converſations en 
deere e made me belieye the Heads not very Miſe, to fro 1 
err with ſo many, and ſuch as ate ſo very unbkely, t: to keep: it. 

open think that fi | hight be imc Lon in, this,f 
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85 18 den in the 3 Had) every * that ! 15 9 Rs cher ths o- : 
7 -ver-ruPd by a Superior Power, Wh elſe muſt know that he does it of 
Himſelf; and if 2 then I muſt e, that of the 200 nowy agitat- 
5 ing their Bodies, there was not Po. poſe, had in the leaſt the Fear of 
Gock before him, which I could not in Chriſtian Charity well allow. 
- But then Lconſider'd their, Spec ches, Prophecies and Exhortations 4 
and though I might imagine ſore of them of Parts enough t to frame 
Auch, yet Tamcertain the greateſt part of the Speakers are not; if i 


© then ſome wiſer Heads muſt contrive them, and the Speakers lear 
them by heart. And I took the more pains to examine into this Mi 
ter, becauſe I founch all their Diſcourſes, though never two alike, yet 
All on the ſame Subject. All conformable to Truth and the Word of God. 
And though the Speakers had been of different Religions, yet nothing 
of their old Tenets ever crept into their Diſcourſes: But on the con. 
trary, I have heard ſome of them, in their Warnings, ſpeak againſt 
Opinions that to, my Knowledge they have formerly embrac'd. This 
gave ſome Umbrage that they might” all come ſrom one Forge. 
But againſt this, I found that every particular Perſon ſpoke in his 1 
her own Diale&, and expreſt the things in the fame. Terms and Phraſes _ 
that he or ſhe at other times us'd (conformable tothe ancient Prophets, 
as is manifeſtly ſeen in the Difersbes of 1 IN 8 Stile, w ha is thought to 
bea Prince, and that of Ames a Cowherd.) Now 'twas ſuch a piece of 
Difficulty to Frame 2 or 3 Diſcourſes a oy for each one of 20 or- 25 
People (far I am certain ſo many of the number muſt want them) all in 
their own Dialect, and all different, that I cannot think any two Heads 
in Emrope are capable tog 
But another Difficulty was, that theſe " TAR Inſpired live at Places 
* remate from each other, and it is rarè that they all meet tog ether, ex- 
cept at rheir Publick Aſſemblies; ſo I could not 1 conceive hoWtheſe 
« ſeveral Diſcourſes could with Secrecy, be conver'd to each ol them e- 
very Day, . | 
<= But ſuppoſing all that, yet I found the Capacities of moſt of the Per- 
ons as unahle to learn theſe Diſcourſes off by Heart, and repeat tem 
* Publick Aſſembly, without miſſing a Word, as they were to "cad 
them. 4 
4 pt a Argument againſt this was, that though ſome of theſe pre- 
_- tending to Inſpiration, have thoſe about them that narrowly” watch 
+ their Behaviour, and would be glad to find any ſuch thing, yet have 
over 70 caught them Meſſenger carrying Tf 55 nor = - 
_ Perſons labouring at them, nor ever found an eir Papers, as even I 
*” could hear of. T x Þ V. W 2 
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1 ders le. Eſtates, yet if they could 
ſwer d in it ( 


ms Frags their Maney to more Advantage. 
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But that which is "ga more adit this, is "the aunber of theſs ba. 
kers increaſing ſo faſt, and moſt of them havin ng 2 or 3,or more Diſcout- 
2 every Day, and ali different, without the Framers increaſe, in like 
— they can never diſpatch the Buſineſs. And if the Forgers 
reaſe.in proportion, then are not their ambitious Deſigns Anſwer. 
I could not ſee any great Reaſon to think it was 


Well, then bein 
4 any Mens Ambition. I began to conſidet whe- 


a x Deſign to'gratify 
her it might not be done for Gain. Becauſe a great number of ches 


inſpir'd, are not in the moſt flouriſhing Circumſt 
Hut then the Queſtion was, Whence muſt the Fay come from ? Far 5 


ough there are ſome Gentlemen Aude Pie an — are — con- 
ye an ambitious Deſign an- 


as L thought | it plainthey could not) 1 can't ſee to Wat 
end they ſhould give away their Money. - 55 | 


OF "Beſides... *tis no. > little matter. will do; for there are already 
muſt be in Fay, 


and tlie number increaſing daily. And 4 wa ſup- 
| os that ſome: of them, who are Men of Bufineſs, and. 2 155 
Credit,” will forfeit ay W Kerl g hazard of their Lives and Reputatians, | 
and very likely of their Eternal Welfare, for a ſmall Penſion. A an? 
one will find, on a Computation, that 10000 l. a Year, divid 
would be but a Poor Recompencefor what they are to undergo for it, 
But from what Engliſh Gentleman that I 0000 . mult « Ei: or for Fu. 


purpoſe, I could nor.ſee. - 


Well, then I conſider'd with the Mob, ſuppoſing 
m France, or the Court of Rome; and "theſe are ſet dn work to im- 


| roi and weaken us at this Critical Juncture of the War. 


But againſt this, I found the. Principal Perſons amongſt them to be 
_ «fuctias had had all their Lives been look'd on asLovers of theirCountrey gud 
.fome of them, ſuch as have appear d eminent in aſſerting the Liberty 
and Property of the Subject, to the hazard of their Lives —— 8 


Not one amongſt them any ways inclining to Pope 75 but ſuch as all ! 
their Lives hitherto, 1 in their Profeſſion o cligion, d a ppear'd tlie 


-reverſe of it. 
But to be ſet on work by either of theſe Courts, would require a 


- prodigious Sum, For to be ſure thefe Gentlemen, of 1, 24." , and 
gooo b'4 Year, that expoſe. themſelves amongſt the em, can't ave a 
je Annual Penſion than the Yearly Incotne of their Eſtates. And if 
ve look Abroad, we ſhall ſee that both France and Raue uy. by 
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Bell 45 chis is not a Conte es either of ct ente * 
ruſt their Secrets among fo many; and I am apt to believe thie 4 
Court of. Rome has fount their Intereſt in EY: our Diviſions fo 


"i But Wy bork theſe Heads af Gain, and a defign t to be 
| the faine Objections, as to 1125 on the. Work, ſtarted up, as a- 
inſt that of Ambition. So I could not perfwade my ſelf that any of 
Hoſe three were the Motives of it. 
Anothier Argument with me againſt a Contrivance; was to ſee a 
= 15 Yittle Girt of 4 Years old, have theſe Agitations very frequently; and 
in ſuch a manner, as I really thought not in the Power of Nature tb 
perform. But that N urther perfwaded me to believe them, nat 
natural, was to ſee a little Child of leſs than; Months Old, ( I rhink 
uncapable of being taught ) have the like Fits. 
So in like manner have I ſeen ſome Poſtures of their Bodies, fuch 4s 
Ts cou'd not folve by all the Rules of Mechaniſm. And what had 
weight Firh me to think it not a Cogtrivance, was to ſee them al! 
ce in Private, what they profeſſed in Tubhel⸗ (Vix.) A Zeal | 
2 God, and his Holineſs, and conſtant Prayer, Andpraiſes to him. 
But chat which fully determined me in this Point, was their predicting 
things Mirachlous to be wrought, within a determined time by them, 
And chat time very ſhort. And declaring to the World, that if the 
Power of God, does not before the. 29th of April dent, Atteſt tg the 
Work, they will own themſelyes deluded. | 
bo > hefe Conſiderations made me believe, as I hope they will you, that | 
i the People werein carneſt, and that no rafcall 4 Deſign Was amongſt. 
THEM.  . -*:: | 
Then I began to Conſider, whether any Diſeaſe, or Power 1 in Na- 
. ture, could make Men thus Speak, and Act. 1 
; And i in order thereto, I conſidered it under theſe ſeveral Head, 
„„ OOO PR EE” 
A ; FOOTY 2 Enthuſiaſtick Melancholy, - _ 3 
7 3 Or Epileptic Convulſive 3 
, "ha gets upon readin 1g what account the Phyficians give © of them, 
were all I could confider it under, 


The Firſt they ay, appears with Rage and dk anne and 
Miſcheviouss inal their n 400 + mY Ridiculous! in N I 
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3 Bs i coals” Madre ORG at A, tm, 1 y. gha 
ww Counrenance, the DiſtraQion, and Fury o den Mind. - end x 8. 
yer could perceive the leaſt Difference, or Alteration in the Com plex 


. ons of the Inſpired, even in Meir A 


1 I felt 1. che 


wa their Natural Capacityzit evidently appeared to-me the higheſt Try 


EE CT SR * 


e habe of 
rd at all times perfect 
with Sence: and Diſcretion; 2815 | 
3 they uſually did, and mango hy 
with ae ho Di odety, , Loc: Prudence. 12 
a hen a 
in Lands 


right Nig; . en ndi ued 
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e and that ſeems the 0 5 


N * 


Je = 


tely time for it. 2 

1 7 Aga, e is ETON A attended Kick Hot Blo od; 
And I dealars TEvont tixpies (as Any one might) 

ule, ben in rhe ſtrongelt Agitations, (which wefe 


with greater Valence, than an * Madman ever ſhook himſelf, „an 

en found them ather lo, Than high, and exactly (ad nbar as 
any one rowdy >) trueand re 1 Wi ich dctnonfirated I tothe it | 
Was not a Diſeaſe. ; . >, ECC 
And tho' it ma EY that 115 maſt Frantick hand fone Lite rvals | 

- of Rationality. : Net, finding, the Iaſpited Perſons” not only raxi 755 5 

between their. Extatic Fits, but even in thoſe very Fits, ph they 


ate moſtly ſuppoſed to be Mad,) to argue witli brighter” Reafon 
out of them: — Diſeoutſes very elegant, and long, ask or anſwer | 
ueſtions, with wonderful Propriety and-"Wiſdom, even 3 'Y 
ies | 
in the World to charge them with Madneſs, when even in thoſe ex- | 
tatic fits, which gives the Ground for the Aſperſion, they had-a great- 
er Portion of Undertanding,and Jud dgement, : than the leaſt Mad at the 
beſt interval, or any Perſon that er 5 accotinted ſo Hor I. have been 
With them,” when one in an Extatic Fit has ask'd ſeveral Qu ftions,the 
Ag tations ceefing. till the. Perſon retutn'd his Anſwer. Which Rule 
and Command, go. Madman as ever] T could. hear of. was capa l of '® | : 


— . 22 wins a 
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2 554 props. 2 us begun incothe Calls of Any 272 8 
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1 Te 1 ney Hany m aff on 1b We = 
it. feared, © ofſelt wich; as 2 75 Price, 15 — 9 
grace, c alledge any - cheſs -_ 
V Cauſes to 1158 er A AT y bein ſuch, Whoſe Age ond Cir. 
cumſtances — iT it impoſl Tru 5 litth Children, who know n 
the Paſſion of Love, nor. 7 think f Poverty or. Diſgrace. And on 
the other hand the Age, Prudence, Betiaviour, and Plenr:ful Fortunes 
of the reſt, deſtroy d — leaſt Suſpicion of it. And to Eber Perton- 
Mad withour ally, aß is ſuch a Suppoſition as none; but a Foul C I 
— ) would lay claim to. 
— . then T examin'd a little! into the koind Head, to witt, Ex 
thaſiaftiek J lauc aol, and found *twas obſerv'd that they always ap- 
gd heavy, and. thoughtful, generally full of exceediuig ridiculous : 
| Fo otions in moſt things; but eſpecially of God, and Religion, iliat they | 
employ'd moſt of their time in an empcy Zeal for, and in the ſhadow 
of ir. And therefore I mer with Conv ction enough to ſatisfie m 
chat the Inſpired Perſons could not be ra- k'd under this-Head : be'auſe - 
I know fgveral of them to be Men ot quite different Diſpoſiti- 
| 1 and of a brisk lively Conſtitut. on, a 0 hen the Subject of their 
#fecra} Warnings, or Ditcourſes, (as any one may ſee) being Ortho- 
dox, and Pure; e to the Holy Spies and the beſt 
Reaſon. Not the leal falſe Doctrine, or Erronequs, Principle taught 
or enjcin'd. Nothing but Purity of Life and Manners pres 'd and in- 
_ culcated; Was ſufficient alone by at me, that they had not ſuch 
| whimſical Brains 6 = 
But beſides, When I conſider what Ph vlicians 1 
fort” of Madneſs; it then ſhew'd it 1 
3 fo. - Becauſe; they allow / it is generally. ocſioned Bir 
With a previous Hiſpoſition of Body, (ſeldom ſeen: in Men of Labour 
7 imdfixerciſe 9 which increaſes the ſame. So that, when their Minds 
are filled wi variety of Thoughts drawn from Studys or their wn 
un ettled Brain, it raiſes Vain Ambition of forming New Dodtrines, 
and a Fondneſs of an Intimacy, or Communion wich God. Now. 1 
Ay, I found the Inſpired of different Tempers and Conſtitutions, that 
ſome of them were Perſons of Labour and Exerciſe, and what was of 
molt weight with me; that the ſeveral 2 who are utterly un- 
2 of ſuch Took, orof-ſuch- deſigningiAn boo Rat 
e©poſhb dle-co have this Diſca Were Inſpired alſo. 
d upon Enquir ner —— en la laſt Mead, 2 "ps 7 
ddenly aw "Vaal, always have 
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Oer thinking, 


£* AA 
I 


nog — — oo nn 2 —— 2 


| 4, dibdery Ba Me Ren aiveſted in a mane 3 of LR a 
Which (if they recover) frequently. deprives t "a gent 
the Underſtanding they had before. 80 rar re eetled litt i 

than mentioning them, for a Demonſtration to me, that theſe Perſons 

were not afflicted with this Diſeaſe, for they conſtantiy | 

State of Health, and in their Extatic Fits are as ſenſible of e 

or Action, ſpoke or done, as out of them, their Minds p ze $4 Hy 

and Eaſie. Their Pulſe (as I faid before) true and regular, ant 
violent Motion of Boy (as they have ſeverally affirmed to me)eal 
5 to them, and affording a Delight. _ 

And indeed it mult. be fo, For one of the Loſpired: ſolemuly: deelar- 
ed to me, that in the middle of laſt Summer ſhe was violently agitat 
Without Intermiſſion from 8 a Clock one Morning, to 2 the” next ane 
75 freſh and lively, when ſhe came out 6f them, as before ſhe wan 

— which Je thought) acckipg bur a {upernatural Aſſiſtance cou'd ; 

1 Ir | 

nd to aſcribe the Apx pearances to the Power of a heighten'd Ima i- 

: . thought very Aplurd and ridiculous. For all the O 5m 
: 2 9 7 7 Gee Senne en Mo tives, as Charms, 

5 of Obtaining any thing deſir d,) the Spring i is the 1 

Fre of the Fo and which heated « to its higheſt: Nack cherte 1 

it ſelf, and then Langziſhes and falls. But this in every thing. pears |} 

ireckly Oppoſite, 3 increa „ and Riſes to more and more 

rfection. But w Lag ith * was the Healt , and Cir- 
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. him, or if 
1 cid — e When it Was,, or was not. And A tl > Spirit re 

and in Jef eib Bones, W which 


| fien re them to ſpeak contrary: to their Reſolutions, infomuch that 

they complain d of an intollerable Burthen, that they were ready to 

burſt with it till vented ; Tann indicated a Power: ſeparate and by.” 

ED 1 to their on. 5 2 

Tube Prophet thargointet Jae Xing.” had. ſuch viſible - Tokens, as 

1 made che Princes that fat with him, ask what that Mad-man Watch 

But the LXX renders it plainer in the Greet, and calls him an Apilep- 
ee . IF et Wet Man 1 nt with 075 2 


bs gud whe: th Vers s op 

evaded; - en rms 7. "rel of 
Madmen Brodie 9 Ic 2 

ſteemed dier PE ET e 3 

-kio 2 and ad een en ever 2 in Sacred Pe 


3 er en 
Haſes murryii — ore. I fay theſe an! fuch ke hes 
would be thought mad ande ridiculous, yet they were the and 
. 7 the Fountain A ER now edge, (and 1 don't doubt) 'arriciting W 
= ſuperlative Wiſdom. = 
And not enly in the Old T Na burn the. News I "nds Lo 
dhe. Apoſtles, at the Day.of Pertegoft, were by all the B People ſuppos 4 
Drunk. Naw conſidering what were the Tokens of a drunken Man, 
— Lane reaſonabl/ ſuppoſe. they lay under that Calumny, for 
1 Weak [te Languages of the ſeveral Natiom ; fp that muſt be rhe 
1 earning. and Sobriety, : But, otherwiſe: chat rhe Holy, Ghoſt 
1 714 th Jay. anc hard. with ſuch viſible Sign on 
of their] den as a: thaking and ſtaggering, and: by Fe e impulſe . of the. 
| Spirit. 88 them to ſpeak witty ſuch violence dividing thei bps . 
Words ſamewhat like the ſtammering of 4 drunken Man, i 57.4 
From thoſe conſideratious, I thought t was reaſona ble to Conclude, | 
that every Ferſomought to be excceding- cautious how he attributes 
. the Agitations Cree Poſtures of Body of theſe Inſpired Perſons, un- 
det Conſideration, to Madneſs, leſt och Inſtances produced out 7 1. 
red M. 'rit, he h et the Time Imputarions; far it is apparent, thag- | 
Ade way; be juſtly: urg'd'to ſolve thoſe Appearances * unn 
| dT there. . 
1 Being therefore. by the before. Webel Conſidetmriony agel | 
a that the Inſpired Perſons were neither Im poſtors, Mad, ar 
Diſeaſed.—I then conſilerd, Whether, allow ing chem to be honeſt, 
on, well. meani 72 rſotis, 1 77 might nor 2 Fe W. 
9 cet monly objcite ; yet. upon an Impapti 
mination,” t6 eiter vith che ma rota, D eue es; 
For in the fiflt x lace. . 2 ee Fine 4” 
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1 of the 055 £4 ll that nd wy to thoſs thay» 
470 01 d teadily obey Him; I then « confidet'd the Condu&t 
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„Care of their Souls, that Were the Moti ves that engaged! 
quit 5, conſiqered the ſexeral Steps they have 
endeavourd hy all. Ways poſſible 

t: a ir, by w. — 
— - 1 to th 


to R ark — rg Thi 
lik — 5 4 ee 
rectid Spirit of n, u b. 
| Tit „ound it very difficult to — that the God of 
. Goodnes and Mercy ſhould delivers up theſe Honeſt Sin- 
pore; Well meanihg Chriſtians, into the -Hands of the Grand Enemy 
ef:Souts;-tq bettns deleded, and oodpeaX ths, noft horrid; Blaiphemy 
ag:ir moff be allowed che-fpeakimg in thePerſon'at God is, if what is aid 
i Wack the Dickates of the Spirit of God; tlus T thought was Seins 4 
Stone, when Bread was ask d, and 2 Serpent 1 
L Fiſh, wy! hich, if as our” Saviour juſtiy ar- Mall 7; v 9. 4 
i not ſuppoſtabie in a Mortal Man to his. 10 14. 
dog he it muſt he 4 ſtraage Prgudice; © 


"4 all IIS 3 2 dot5; 2 Ar 7 


| 5 . nan T ns 
glies'] eonidert Ant ſin 8 than God: be; Joo 
—— that it was con id his Goodneſs, to 
En 2 irers after — His. Ways, to be Tools 
| e coulcꝭ find but little Reaſon to believe, 
| Part” quite counter to What he has” 
2 22 ſince the T N of the World: He has always 
made it his Buſineſs to tempt and: ſeduce Mankind from the diſcharge 
r Duty eee Teboar 8 8 | 3 5ipk 


- thoſe late — 
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55 ther. Ci reuggſtanees of Perſons poſſeſſed by an Evil Spirit. I found 


Neighbours, were ready to do any thing that- mi cht harm their Per- 


the Pre, and hurried to the Commiſſion of ſuch things, as manifeſtly. 
_  teniled to their Ruin; and that the Things fo by them committed, aps. 


| ed Perſons; produces quite different Effects; it is generally — 
with Devout Temper of Mind, an Elevation of the Soul to God, an. 
humble Reſignation to the Will of God in all things, and a ſincere un 
affected Loveto their Neighbours; and in reſpect to the Body, it leaves 
it in the fame * habir and {tate of Health: in which it found it; from 
8 whence I thought i it was eaſy to conclude, that the Spirit that over: ru · 
Aed the Inſpired Perſons, was not an E Evil Spirit, becauſe the Effects it 
producect Were ſo very different from thoſe Appatrances that we 

iy attend the Poſſeſſion of the Devil. 

In the next place I conſider'd thoſe Arguments the Apoſtles ui 
28 Proofs of their own Infpirat:ons; they mention the Gift of Pro 
theGift of Languages, the Gift of Prayer and Praiſes unto God, 

Gifr of diſcerning Spirits, and the Miniſtration of the ſame Spirit unto 

others by laying on of Hands; now tis apparent that theſe Gifts are 

beſtowed upon theſe Inſpired Perſons: If therefore we may luppo 5 

_ that God has given the Devil Authority, to beſtow theſe Gifts 1it- 

- . hidders us from believing that he may five him a Power alſo td work. © 

| Miracles; and if ſo, what: ſecurity can we have, that any Revelatien 

* which u ieve to have beeryfrom God, i really fo; fince, if we ſo 
. Feadily alto that God has given the Devil Power = beſtow chole G 


tbe og ud. co tude Bee 


on 


juſt now mentioned, as Profs of, and Atteſtations to his Deluſions, | 
What Reaſon have we to believe that Goc did not give the Devil that 
Power in the Apoſtle's Times; I concluded therefore, that it well bo- 
came all Perſons to be exceeding cautious in this matter, leſt, by at- 


. 


ributing e eee in this Diſpenſation to a Saranjcal Dilution, 
ey, more than they are aware of, undermine the Dine Auchoriry . 
K Mritings, N ich Ve b 1 VE to be, and*undoubtedly are, * 


- The fovoral Matrers I have iow mentioned under fis Head , 
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of others,” in celaifun: ed: >the Behaviour, Crtclage, e 3 
that ſuch pt Perſens were always fpitefol and: malicious to their "I 
ſons; or Ruin their Reputations and 'Ettates;' and in reſpect to their 
own Perſons, that they were often flung i into the Dirt, thrown into 


8 ſhewed the Nature and Temper of that Spirit tliat poſſelſed a 
0 thereas, on the contrary, the Spirit der erer rules the Inſpir- 


iſts 
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_— | * * 5 ; Ws 
{Ty Wi il conk; FR royou.Sirgh at. What fully 1 me in in thiPointc 
Force of which I think it 508 for an toys — — 

oY . ſhallnow mention, and © ry a this Head. The Wu Scriptare 

1 in man) Places mention it as an Arie proper onl 70 the Altmight 
bu 10. ow the, Secrets of Hem Jcarts ;.. and, if 
all TRE, been ſo.exprebs in this Partic 

believe that” any cre g 
e ge. Now's he Ipſpirs 
Neal k : 


"or Hes and a hn 220 T 
Red fo ing it appar ped | 


t fol the e 6 80 Wa 
9h Bs DONE HAY e . 6 3s 36 
5 idered the rine taught, t Which is 2 
That God j in his Love through Chil Jeſus, will reſtors-to 3 
FW what Man loſt, by bis, Corruption and Pegeneracy, wiz Figs the 
N 4 N n its. primitiv Beauty, | EPA 
146 rfeQian of das 1 0 2 1 api with 
In r out n al t er it, and W 19 15 iſers 
8 deſtroyed with ee 1 off. | 1 ks i chaſarth.s 2 
Jooking into the Scriptures- LA Ian It. On 255 Tine od . 
492 5 Chrip, 755 we loſt in Ada And Lfind.mi i 
'- Fes 5 of ee Js; b ing led fr re all | 
in the New Teftamen ie Kingdom and ge- 
— th called the Kin dam 1880 05 the Kinge * of a 
I In Bar is 2 5 021 not to 3 A ae e us 
EE” t our Lord taugh F 10 it, 


[ 


in the Old Teſtament: yet unfulfilled. That thus the King- 


- 


and Dominion, and thegreatneſs of the King- - . 


moſt fuer, and govern'd by the Lord Jeſus. And that 


dthe Prophec in the fame Prophet, that this Kin- 
dom of Gad ould be Eſtabli 
gut of the Mountain e Hands; that thus tlie 45. 


= | Nl of Joel will be fulfill'd, ithat the Spirit of 


ne 


ſhall ly down together, and Spears ſhall be beat in- 
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War againſt Nation. 
In fort, I could now fee a Noble Tikine- for "thoſe Th wad 


of the : Meſſiah. 
Stations; Types of this Prince that ſhould ſit on' the Throne of David ; ; 


not of the Noiſy Induſtry of Men. 
Ws And how that when the Glory of the Lord filbd Salam Temple, i it 
- FF drove the Prieſts out of it, Typified that in this New Temple of God, 
4 hich ſhould extend to the ama Bounds of-the Earth, the Lord him- 


ſo that he ſhould have no more need to enquire of his nr, but 
that every Man ſhould be a: Prieſt unto himſelf. 


A of a New Heaven and a New Earth, in which ſhall dwell 
ighteouſneſs, and in which all Tears, &'c. ſhall be bæniſht and waſh- 
ed away from ur Eyes. And ſhow how juſt a Reaſon the Apoſtles, 


W | ion of the Lord Jefus, to be again Revealed 
Fre 
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1 Sous this Glotious State, | (87 22 Airer al the Ancient Pro 


4055 under the whole Heaven (according to Daniel) Du: Chap, 7. v. 
would be given to the People of the Saints of the 18, 27. * 5 2; 
nging about this Boas by. the Power of God janfmered,rha 80 


„ by a ſtone cut Dar: 26-3444 I 
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ſhall be poured out on all Fleſh. And alſo thoſe Propheie 1 
hat Keteelbe a Glotious: Reign of Peace, under the 1 
rince of Peace; in which the Lyon and the Lamb Iſo: 2. v. 2 % * 


> Pruning Hooks; and Swords! into Plow Shares, and N ation no more 


Songs, by the Pfalmiſt, and the Prophets e the joyful Reg = 
And find how Joſhua, David and Solomon, were all in their ſeveral 5 
and how that the Temple of Solomon, Built without the Noiſe of Ax or 


Hamitier, was Typical of this Temple of the Lord, this New Jeruſa. 
em coming down from Heaven, and the Work of Heaven alone, and 4} 


ftould be the light thereof, and his Law writ in every Mans Heart, 


This will fulfill that Glorious Deſcription given by. St. Peter and t. 


and. Primitive Chriftans had to be in a longi 985 and earneſt 3 8 
om Heaven, in whien 


iole Creation was to be disburden'd of its Oba and the 800. 1 
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Aud how we ought all to < wil che Spouſe of Cheiſt, Con 
%% ũͤé =; e ITECTTSYTS 7 Hg 7 
And that ter le fadgwonrs are bo proceed cha Trivgaplabit gg 
of the Church, I found predicted by all the Prophets chat "Prophaſied?* | 
of the Meſſiah's Kingdom: Setting out, how he ſhquld be effabliſhel - 
en his Throne, with Juſtice aud Judgment, andhow he is to Treat - 
dawn his Enemies in his Fury. And a very large Deſcription given 
of che Terrors df that Day of the Lord, in which he fhould viſit che 
Earth, for the Sins thereof; and alſo in the New Teſtament by Johutle 
Baptiſt; where he ſays of our Lord, That he ſhould throughty purge 
his Floor, and burn up the Chaff in Unquenchable Fire. And thag 
every Tree that brought not forth good Fruit, ſhould be hewn 
down, and caſt into the Fire. And by our Lord himſelf in that Par. 
able, that at theEnd of the World the Angels ſhould go forth, and ga- 
Ef ther the Tares from amongſt the Wheat. And 
Jade v. 14, 1. . thagof Eno, how the Lord thould come with Ten. 
N © "Thouſand of his Saints to Execuic Judgment, &% © | 
And, Ican now ſee how all this was Typifyed by the Church af God, 
the Children of 1/7act being brought out of Et by a itrong Hand, by 
Terrible Judgments from Heaven. And that their Deliverance was 
by the Deſtruction of their Enemies; which by the way, Anſwers al 
the Prophecies, that the day of the Lords Vengeance on the Wicked, | 
is the time of the Redemption of his Chofen, fee J. 63 and 4. and 
all the other Prophecies deſcribing this Day of Terror. TE 29. oe. 
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And by this pouring our of the Spirit of God, and it being made e- 


4 
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vident how our Lord Jefus, in this his Triumphant State, anfwers* il 
the utmoſt· Hopes that the Jews could have of their Glorious Meſfiah ; 
I can eaſily conceive how the Jews ſhall be called, and the Fulneſs of i 
the Geztjles brought in, and all be made one Flock, under on Shepherd: 


* 


Chriſt Jeſus, the great Biſhop of our Souls. 


* — 


In ſhort. I now, ſince T have had this Key, can ſcarce dip any where 
into the Old and New. Teſtaments ;- but I find ſomething pointing at | 
this Reſtitution of all things. am Sh W 
Ad ſince there has been a great Apoſtacy from the Chriſtian parity; 
and there are Wars and Rumours of Wars; and that the time is come, 
in which there is ſcarce, Faith on Earth, of our Lord's. Appearance to re- 
KAaore all things, all which was to precede the time of his coming, I. 
Coeuld not ſee any. Ground to conclude, wby it hould not be now, as 
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Ad then finding amon 
fPrayerand Pralle unto 6 
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git theſe Prophets, an Extraordinary Spirit 
od the Gifts of Prophecy, the Gift of Ex- 


ortation, the Gift of diſcerning Spirits, the Giſt of Languages, and 


ie Miftiſtratior of the ſame Spirit unto others, already Evident, and 

me Earneſts of the Gifts of Healing, all which were Proofs that the 

| times; I durſt not take upon me to 

that was to go forth at Midnight, 
- 4 - 


KEE 


nd 
If this be not the true 


rreat Gainer. 


dly Spirit gave in the Apoſtles 
: gy that this was not the Cry the | 
Aying, Behold the Bridegroom cometh, go ye forth to meet him. 
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2 
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Buton the contrary, I think it my Duty to make all the haſt I can, F, 
d..prepare my ſelf for his coming, that I may not have my Oyl to buy 
Tr Py Lamp to trim, when I ſhould enter in with him | 
1 


Cry, I am no loſer but if it be, I am a 


And tho in this Appearance there are ſomethings Odd, and not ac- 


ording to Man's Wiſdom. Let having obſerved that he Allwiſe, has 

t all times appeared in a manner different from what the Wiſe of the . 
orld expected, And has declared thar | he will &nfund the Wiſdom - 

f the Wiſe, and bring to nothing the Underitanding of the Prudent; - 


* nd there being ſhining Evidences of its being from God, I durſt not 


rom ſome little Clouds that now and then ſeem to our Underſtandings, 
o darken. its Luſture, conclude that God was not in it, or take 


he Dult before him 


Sir, You'll pleaſe to Pardon m 


pon me in my faint Light, to determine what the Allwiſe, 
and uncontrollable will, or will not do to us, that are worte than 


y Freedom, and I hope it will by this 


de Evident to you, that I have ſome Reaſon to think fayourably of 


. ö the Prophets. 
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Yours, &c. 
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